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                  Come and Join Us
Who we are, what we do
Our shareholders and volunteers:
 • are dedicated to the conservation and enhancement of 

the Arnside & Silverdale Area of Outstanding Beauty.
 • are keen to help our partners at the AONB office and 

the Landscape Trust
 • want to get the local community involved in our work
 • want to help our villages to thrive
 • are happy to help either by buying shares to help us 

achieve our aims or by volunteering their time and 
energy

If you think we could help you in a community or conservation 
project please contact us. Is there something that needs doing 
that would fit in with our aims? We may not know unless you 
tell us. 
We have five main strands to our work at the moment:
The Community Renewables Initiative
We are working to help install solar PV systems on our local 
community buildings. We share the costs of the installation 
and then share the Feed-in Tariff.
Wood fuel and other Low Carbon ideas
We have produced energy saving booklets and a wood directory, 
available free on our web site to help people use wood and other 
renewables efficiently. We are also working with the AONB wood 

The Community Renewables Initiative

The Scheme is based on the Company raising funds which then 
allow a school or village hall to install and own solar PV panels. 
The surplus electricity which the building does not use is sold 
and an agreed proportion of the income is kept with the 
remainder going to the CIC who in turn use it to instal panels on 
other community buildings in the AONB

Silverdale School and the 
Leeds Children's Holiday 
Centre at Silverdale are the 
latest community buildings 
t o b e n e f i t f r o m t h e 
Community Renewables 
Initiative. The installation 
of Solar PV panels on the 
LCHC was completed in 
December 2012 and that 
on Silverdale School in 
February 2014.

Storth School was the first 
building to benefit from the 
initiative. Their panels were 
installed in February 2012 
and benefitted from the 
higher tariff available then. 
They have generated 3,500 
kwh of electricity in the first 
year. The feed-in tariff 
received during that period 
has amounted to over 
£1600 and the school's 

electricity bill too has been reduced. They have since bought 
back all their tariff. Solar PV  is still a worthwhile investment.



  

  

fuel initiative to help use wood, cut for conservation purposes,  that 
would otherwise be wasted.

Conserving Wildlife Knowledge

We have already published a series of 13 guides and atlases 
to the flora and fauna of our AONB on our website. More titles 
are being produced. The Guides are available in booklet form 
(£2.50 each, £2.00 each for 3 or more) from the coffee shop at 
Leighton Moss RSPB or the AONB office.

Conservation Grazing

Most of the reserves in the AONB depend on grazing to help 
the flora and fauna stay in good heart. We are there to help 
this in any way we can.

Land Watch

We keep an eye on local land sales and see if we can help 
any of our conservation partners if a prime site for a reserve 
comes up.

Our Charter and how to join us.  
The Bittern Countryside Community Interest Company  was 
formally incorporated on 6th September 2007 as a social 
enterprise. The Company's  principal objective is to assist the 
AONB partnership in its work  with conservation and enhancement 
of the natural beauty of Arnside & Silverdale AONB.

In common with all CICs, there is  an "asset lock" from the 
Company to a charity or not-for-profit group which means that if it 
ceased operating, its remaining assets  would be distributed for 
social/environmental purposes. In the case of the Bittern 
Countryside CIC, this  asset lock body is the Arnside & Silverdale 
AONB Landscape Trust. Being an asset lock body does not 
compromise the Trust's  charitable status  or place any liabilities on 
the Trust for the company actions /activities. It does however help 
to ensure that any profits made benefit the AONB and its 
communities.

The Bittern Countryside CIC is a private company owned by its 
shareholders. There are ordinary shares and management shares 
(available to Directors). As a private company its shares cannot be 
traded and are not listed on any stock market or exchange. Unlike 
shares in a public limited company, the CIC's shares  have a fixed 
value, with each ordinary share valued at £10 and management 
shares £1. For more information look at our Memorandum and 
Articles of Association on our website:
www.arnsidesilverdaleaonb.org.uk/AONB/Support/Bittern-Countryside-CIC.html
Our registered office is the Old Station Building, Arnside, LA5 0HG. 

Anyone interested in helping us with our work should contact David 
Askew or Ann Kitchen

List of Officers:
Chairman: Ann Kitchen: Tel 01524762512
Finance Director: David Askew:
Company Secretary: Mike Smith:
General email:   bitterncic@arnsidesilverdaleaonb.org.uk
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