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Warton Crag Peregrine Watch 2010 

Your help is needed! - to contribute to the volunteer team effort for the Warton Crag Peregrine Watch. This 
helps ensure the Peregrines remain safe from disturbance, as well as monitoring their progress. The co-ordinator of 
the volunteer Peregrine Watch team is Lynne Cook, a volunteer herself and committed to the cause. The watch be-
gins in April and has previously seen successful conclusions by mid-June. Over 30 people helped Lynne last year, 
which helped share the time burden tremendously. The more volunteers that help, the more protection the Pere-
grines get and it spreads the load for the existing dedicated watch members. 

The 2009 breeding season was another success for the Peregrines at Warton Crag with the fledging of another two 
young birds. This was undoubtedly helped by the band of volunteers who form the rota to keep watch over the site 
during the nesting period. This has been especially important in view of the depressing numerous reports of perse-
cution and slaughter of Peregrines elsewhere in the country in recent times, and reported by the RSPB Campaign 
to stop the killing of birds of prey. Reading a report in the Westmorland Gazette on 10th July last year, 50 Pere-
grine chicks/and adults were poisoned, shot or stolen. This is truly sickening treatment for such a majestic and pro-
tected species. The only good that will come out of it is that there are calls for even greater protection of Pere-
grines with more severe sentencing of culprits through the judicial system. 

In spite of the prolonged wet conditions again in 2009 the fledglings survived and the Ravens also successfully 
reared five young. One Little Owl was also present along with Kestrels, Sparrowhawks and Buzzards. One volun-
teer previously saw a migratory Osprey passing overhead whilst on Peregrine Watch duty and there was a report of 
a Hobby. The number and variety of predatory birds around is generally a very heartening indication of an improv-
ing environment, save from the illicit persecution of Peregrines elsewhere. 

It’s not just the birds that the volunteers help, the volunteers also act as guides for people turning up to see the 
Peregrines and give information and share the delight of the spectacle. 

The photo (courtesy of local photographer and volunteer, Norman Fieldhouse) was taken shortly after the young 
female fledged to join her brother. Let’s hope for a similar success again this year! 

If you think you would like to join in with the collective volunteer team effort 
for the Peregrine Watch this year (or if you know other people who may be 
interested) even if it’s only for an hour or two, or for the occasional date, par-
ticularly at night, please contact either the volunteer Peregrine Watch co-
ordinator, Lynne Cook on telephone 01524 734017, or mobile 07821 396365 
or e-mail nolan719@btinternet.com  or Steve Edwards on 01772 264116  
s.edwards@lcc.gov.uk  or Tony Riden on 01524 761034   
tony@arnsidesilverdaleaonb.org.uk   

Thank you! 
The Peregrine chicks at Warton Crag 

Local Nature Reserve in 2009, 
courtesy of Norman Fieldhouse. 



Butterfly Surveyors 2010 
 

We are seeking a new volunteer to take on the Butterfly Transect recording for Beetham Fell in 2010 as 
David Hill is unable to do it this year (but hopes to be back in 2011!)  The transect will need to be walked 

and recorded one day a week between April and September. Training can be given for butterfly 
identification and recording method. If you think you would like to be considered for this opportunity, 

please contact either Tony Riden at the AONB Office, or Martin Elsworth who is now the volunteer co-
ordinator for butterfly transects in the AONB. 

_____________ 
 

A meeting for the AONB Butterfly Surveyors has been arranged for Wednesday 10th March 2010 at 2.15pm 
in the Education Room to the rear of the RSPB Visitors Centre at Leighton Moss. 

People will be welcome to arrive for tea or coffee beforehand from 2:00pm. 
_______________ 

 
Another volunteer butterfly monitoring opportunity has arisen as Tarmac Quarry Ltd would like to monitor 
butterflies around the Sandside Quarry entrance area of limestone grassland. Again, if you think you can 

help with this, please contact Tony Riden at the AONB office or Martin Elsworth. Thank you! 

2010 Guide to the AONB 
The sixth issue of the this popular publication is due out by Easter, in time for the new season of events 
happening around the AONB.  
 
Following lengthy discussions in the office, the AONB website and logo have recently undergone a redesign 
and the 2010 Guide will reflect these changes, the most obvious change perhaps being that it will no longer 
be called The Bittern! Do let us know what you think of the new look. 
 
All of Carnforth, Warton and the Yealands will be covered by the Royal Mail Door-to-Door service and we 
have a very keen volunteer (David James) willing to deliver all around Arnside and perhaps even most of 
Milnthorpe and Heversham. However. we still need volunteers to help deliver around Beetham, Storth and 
Silverdale. So, if you can help with a box in your neighbourhood, please contact Barbara Henneberry at the 
AONB Office to arrange collection and to let her know which streets you can cover.  

Thank you! 

Walk 4 Life guides 
Volunteer guides are wanted to lead short walks in a ‘Walk 4 Life’  health activity initiative being promoted 

by Natural England and the RSPB.  The aim is to encourage people who wouldn’t normally go out for 
walks either for social or health reasons into a healthier life-style. Training will be provided. If you would 

like to help, please contact Barbara Henneberry at the AONB office or Jen Walker at Leighton Moss RSPB 
on 01524 703017. Further information on the scheme is available at 

www.wfh.naturalengland.org.uk  



Arnside & District Natural 
History Society 
Contact: Jane Phillips 
Tel: 01524 782582 

Monday 8 March 
 
 
Thursday 11 March 

Sizergh and the River Kent  Leaders: Joan & 
Geoff Oliver (morning only) 
Leave Arnside WI at 9.00am 
Wildlife of Mull   Speaker: Jacqui Fereday 
Arnside WI Hall 7.30pm 

North Lancashire Naturalists 
Group 
Contact: Jennifer Newton 
Tel: 01524 221569 

Friday 12 March Dragonflies of Lancashire by Graham Jones, 
WTL Reserves Officer. 
Church of the Ascension, Torrisholme 
£2. Start: 7.30pm 

RSPB, Leighton Moss 
Tel: 01524 701601 
e mail: 
leighton.moss@rspb.org.uk 

Tuesday 16 March 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday 27 March 
 
 
 
 

Make your garden good for wildlife Jennifer 
Lauruol, an experienced and enthusiastic 
garden designer will give lots of tips on how to 
enrich the biodiversity in your garden. 
Beforehand, enjoy a 2 course home-cooked 
meal (a pre-cooked veggie option is available 
and BYO bottle). 7.00pm—9.30pm 
Booking and payment in advance essential.  
Cost £16 (RSPB members £14)  
Design your own Wildlife garden workshop 
Learn to enrich the biodiversity in your garden. 
Hands-on help to produce your own garden 
design which can include perennial edible 
plants for your own use as well as for the 
wildlife! Materials and lunch will be provided. 
11.00am—4.00pm 
Booking and payment in advance essential. . 
Cost £25 (RSPB members £20) 

Other local conservation volunteer work 
National Trust 
Winter Work Parties 
Contact: the NT Wardens 
Tel: 01524 702815 
 
Meet at 10am unless otherwise 
stated 

Wednesday 3 March 
 
Wednesday 10 March 
 
Wednesday 17 March 
 
Wednesday 24 March 

Arnside: Location to be decided—meet at 
Arnside Knott car park as usual  
Silverdale: Sharp’s/Clark’s Lots—open up 
footpath, maintain glades 
Arnside: Arnside Knott—fixing gates, 
walls, paths & scrub clearance as needed  
Silverdale: Eaves Wood—fixing gates, 
walls, paths & scrub clearance as needed 

Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
Tel 01539 816300 
 
 
 

Tuesday 9 March Conservation work party at Hutton Roof 
Crags Nature Reserve 
Meet at the road lay-by by Low House,  
Hutton Roof village GR SD570780 
10.30am—3.30pm 

Morecambe Bay Partnership 
Contact: 01539 740430 

Saturday 27 March Beach Clean on Silverdale shore. Meet at 
the shore side road-end car park SD458749 
10.00am—12 noon 
 

Other local conservation events 



Tuesday 10.00am to 4.00pm Thursday 10.00am to 12.30pm 

2 March  4March  

Task: Emergency First Aid training day, for 
those who have registered. Otherwise 
remaining shrub planting at Arnside 
Memorial Playing Field. 

Task:  Tree thinning, scrub cutting and stacking  in 
habitat piles. 

Location: The Silverdale Hotel, Silverdale and /or 
Arnside Playing Field. 

Location: Trowbarrow LNR 

9 March  11 March  

Task: Further removal of over-hanging trees and 
boundary fence repairs. 

Task: Tree thinning, scrub cutting and stacking  in 
habitat piles 

Location: Trowbarrow East Plantation Location: Trowbarrow LNR 

16 March  18 March  

Task: Clearance of cut brash and bonfire with 
Bill Grayson. Meet Bill on site. 
 

Task: Monthly litter pick around the lanes, starting 
at Arnside. 

Location: Coppriding Heath, Arnside Location: Starting from Arnside. 

23 March  25 March  

Task: Scrub re-growth cut and bonfire  Task: Finger-post re-setting and delivering the 
new 2010 Guide to the AONB. 

Location: Warton Crag LNR  Various around Silverdale. 

30 March    

Task: Clearance of cut brash and bonfire with 
Bill Grayson. Meet Bill on site 
(Occupation Road bridleway). 
 

  

Location: Paint Mines Wood, Warton.   

Tuesday & Thursday Volunteer Tasks - March 2010 

Published by Arnside/Silverdale AONB, Old Station Building, Arnside, Via Carnforth,  
Lancs. LA5 0HG  Tel: 01524 761034. 
e-mail: tony@arnsidesilverdaleaonb.org.uk Website: www.arnsidesilverdaleaonb.org.uk 
Distributed to those interested in voluntary work.  Written contributions related to the  
AONB or volunteer work should be sent to the Arnside address. 

 
Please note: (for both Tuesdays and Thursdays):    

If you intend to turn out, please ring the AONB office 
(01524) 761034 or Tony on his mobile 07920 723 419 

beforehand, as the programme may be subject to change  

 Thursday 18 March “Reflections on Landscape Conservation 
and Recreation—Fifteen Years On” 
Speaker: Jim McQueen.  
Yealand Village Hall 7.45pm 

Thursday morning tasks from 1st April 2010 

Please note: The Thursday morning tasks as from 1st April 2010 will be reduced to one Thursday a month. This 
will be the second Thursday of each month, when we will continue with our most popular task of litter-picking 

around the lanes. This change has been considered carefully, and the reasons behind it are that we no longer take 
on the Public Footpath vegetation cutting we used to do and the 2-hour time-slot limits the type of work we can 

take on. There will still be plenty of other tasks to help with, such as joining in with the Tuesday tasks, helping at 
AONB and Landscape Trust events, delivering AONB leaflets or new ventures such as the ‘Walk 4 Life’ guides. 

Your continued support is highly appreciated! Thank you! 


